
Al-Qada’ wal-Qadar 
 (Fate and Destiny) 



LESSON OBJECTIVES 

 To know the definition of Qadr. 

 To realize it is a pillar of Imaan 

 To realize that whatever happens was meant to be. 

 To  learn and understand the  four aspects of Qadr. 

 To  know the benefits of Qadr. 

 To understand the Islamic perspective on destiny and 

free will. 
 

  

 
 



BELIEF IN AL-QADAR 

Belief in Al-Qadar is one of the pillars of Eemaan (Faith). A 

person is not a believer without this pillar. 

 

 

 “Verily, We have created all things with Qadar” (54,49) 

Destiny is one of the articles of faith in 
Islam. It teaches Muslims to make the 
most out of their resources and leave 
the results to God. 



AL QADR - INTRODUCTION 
Belief in Allah’s qada’ and qadar(destiny and 
Predestination) is one of the pillars of faith in Islam. 
The Muslim’s faith is not complete unless he knows 
that whatever befalls him could not have missed 
him, and whatever misses him could not have 
befallen him; everything is subject to the will and 
decree of Allah:  
"Indeed, all things We created with 
predestination". [Al-Qamar, 54:49] 
All the disasters and tribulations that happen on 
earth, or happen to the individual, or to his wealth 
or family, etc., were known to Allah before they 
happened, He has written them in the Preserved 
Tablet (Al-Lawh Al-Mahfoozh):  



"No disaster strikes upon the earth or 
among yourselves except that it is in a 
register before We bring it into being 
— indeed that, for Allah, is easy.” [Al-
Hadid, 57:22] 
No matter what disasters befall a person, it 
is good for him, whether he realizes that or 
not, because Allah does not decree 
anything but it is good: 
"Say, ‘Never will we be struck except 
by what Allah has decreed for us; He is 
our protector.’ And upon Allah let the 
believers rely.” [At-Tawbah, 9:51] 



Many a times Qadr has caused some to 
succumb to a feeling of helplessness, and 
for some the concept has led them to stray 
away from the correct path and the 
firmness of  belief in their creator, Allah. 



Al-Qadar: It is taken from the root word qadara, 

which means knew, predetermined and planned 

perfectly. Relates to things before happening 

and something you planned.  

Al-Qada‟ It comes from the word qada, which 

means judged, ordained, executed perfectly 

 

Anything happens or exists have to go through 

Allah‟s 

Complete Knowledge → Written in the Safe 

Tablet → His Will → His Command → Existence 
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Al-Qadar is part of Tawheed Ar-
Ruboobiyyah, Al-ilahiyaah, and 

Al-Asma and As-Sifat 
Ar-Ruboobiyyah: Alqadar is based on Allāh Willing, 

Commanding and Creating our actions. 
. 

 Al-Ilahiyaah (worshipping Allah alone): When something 

happens to us from the Qadar of Allah, we need to be patient and 

content with Allah. And that is a kind of worship. (Sheikh Ibn 

Taymiyyah made this connection). 
. 

 Al-Asma and As-Sifat: there are Eight (8) attributes of Allah SWT 

related to alQadar:    1. Knowledge      2. Justice       3. Capability           

4. Writing        5. Wisdom       6. Talking      7. His Will       8. Creating 
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The four aspects of Al-Qadar 

1. Al-Ilm الِعلم “Divine Knowledge”=  Allah first knows 

what will happen. 

 

2. Al-Kitabah الِكتاَبة “Written Destiny“ =  The pen 

wrote what will happen. 

 

3. Al-Mash’eeah الَمشيئة “Divine Will”=  Allah wills 

and permits what is written to happen when its time 
comes. 

 

4. Al-Khalq الخَلق “Creation”=  Allah creates and makes 

his will happen in the real world. 

 

 



Proof from Quran 
Divine Knowledge: Do you not know 

that Allah knows what is in the 
heaven and earth? Indeed, that is in 
a Record. Indeed that, for Allah , is 
easy. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

. 



Proof from Quran 

Written Destiny: And with Him are the keys of the 
unseen; none knows them except Him. And He knows 
what is on the land and in the sea. Not a leaf falls but 
that He knows it. And no grain is there within the 
darknesses of the earth and no moist or dry [thing] but 
that it is [written] in a clear record. 



Proof from Quran 

Divine Will: It is He who forms you in 
the wombs however He wills. There 
is no deity except Him, the Exalted in 
Might, the Wise. 



Proof from Quran 

 

Creation: Allah is the Creator of all 
things, and He is, over all things, 
Disposer of affairs 



Benefits of Belief in Al-Qadar 
1. Peace of mind 

 

2. Your concern is not so much with the past or future. Your main concern is 
your present actions. 

 

3. It gives you the will power and determination to go forward in the way of 
Allah. 

 

4. It teaches you to be modest, humble and content. 

 

5. Leads to total dependence upon Allah. You take precautions; do as much as 
you can and then depend on Him. 

 

6. Eliminate bad manners, such as envy and jealousy. 

 

7. Establish good manner. 



(A) Al Qadr means people are not 
responsible for their “actions” 

Agree/Disagree with at least two 
reasons. 

 
(B) Give two reasons why people  

may disagree with you.. 



C) Are there other religions 
which believe in Qadr? Research 
their concept and how it differs 

from Islamic concept 



THE IMPACT OF BELIEF IN QADR 

 

Truly, when we accept the Divine Destiny we 

lead a more satisfying and productive 

life.  When we don‟t get what we wish or strive 

for, our belief in divine destiny prevents us from 

becoming despondent or frustrated.  We accept 

the tragedy as a test from Allah and submit to 

His will with patience and dignity. 



And if our plans work successfully or 

something good happens to us, belief in 

divine destiny will prevent us from becoming 

too boastful or arrogant.  Many successful 

people feel that their wealth and status are 

because they are smarter, wiser, stronger, or 

just more deserving of success than 

others.  But the truth is, they may have made 

certain choices, it is Allah who made those 

choices work out well for them. 



The belief in divine destiny is also a great 

source of courage.  When we know that no 

calamity or harm can touch us without the will 

of God and the time of our death is prefixed, 

we lead a righteous and valiant life.  Quran 

mentions: 

“Say, „Only what Allah has decreed will 

happen to us. He is our Master: let the 

believers put their trust in God.‟” (9:51) 



PROOF FROM QURAN 
Allah says in the Quran, “No misfortune can 

happen, either in the earth or in yourselves, 

that was not set down in writing before We 

brought it into being––that is easy for Allah so 

you need not grieve for what you miss or gloat 

over what you gain. Allah does not love the 

conceited, the boastful” (57:22-24). This 

mindset helps us live a fulfilling and happy 

life.  We become more thankful and learn to 

give empowering meanings to our experiences, 

whether good or bad. 



One may say then, “What‟s the use of striving in 

this life if we will get what is already decreed by 

God?”  This seems logical, but it is, of course, a 

misconception. In fact, Islam places great 

emphasis on making efforts towards a desired end. 

In the Quran, God says, “And that there is not for 

man except that [good] for which he strives And 

that his effort is going to be seen – Then he will be 

recompensed for it with the fullest recompense 

And that to your Lord is the finality”(53:39-42) 



Again, making an effort is part of the power we have 

in the form of free will – if we waste it away with a 

complacent attitude, then we‟re being ungrateful for 

the blessing we have. We must do everything within 

our power to optimize our lives – at the same time, 

we must recognize that God‟s power and domain are 

far greater. He is not thinking only about us, but for 

the entire humanity, the whole world, nay, the 

universe itself! He is the One who, through destiny, 

balances the lives of humans, animals, plants, while 

at the same time harmonizing planets and other 

celestial bodies. 


