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Lesson Objectives 

 

• Definition of Angels 

• Physical characteristics 

• Abilities 

•  The worship of the Angels 

• Angels and Man 

• Angels and Magic 

•  Who is superior? The angels or the humans? 

 

 



Angels 
• The best manner in which the angels are described is 

slaves of Allah, but they are honored slaves. 

• Angels are slaves who bear all the characteristics of 

“uboodiyyah”. 

• They serve Allah and carry out His commands. 

• The Angels form a world different to the world of man  

and the world of jinn.  

• It is a noble world, completely pure. They are noble, 

pious, & worshiping Allah as He should be 

worshipped, fulfilling whatever He commands them to 

do and never disobeying Him. 



Who are angels? 

• Angels (Arabic: مالئكةmalāʾikah; singular: مالك malāk) are 

heavenly beings mentioned many times in the Quran and 

hadith. Unlike humans or jinn, they have no free will 

and therefore only do only what Allah orders them to 

do.  

• Believing in angels is one of the six Articles of Faith in 

Islam. Just as humans are made of clay, and jinn are 

made of smokeless fire, angels are made of light.[3] 

• Allah created angels to be His messengers to humans, 

theQur’anproclaims.“PraisebetoAllah,whocreated

(out of nothing) the heavens and the earth, who made the 

angels,messengerswithwings…”  (Fatir:1)  

 



Infallibility 

The Angles are infallible in the sense that they 

arevirtuousanddon’tcommitsin. 

      And He taught Adam the names - all of them. 

Then He showed them to the angels and said, 

"Inform Me of the names of these, if you are 

truthful." 

      They said, "Exalted are You; we have no 

knowledge except what You have taught us. 

Indeed, it is You who is the Knowing, the 

Wise.“2:31-32 



The worship of the Angels 

• The Angels instinctively worship Allah. 

Theydon’thavetheAbilitytodisobeyhim.

Thisdoesn’trequireanyeffortontheir

part, because  they have no desires, and 

that’salsowhytheAnglesarenot

accountable on the day of judgment. 

• Angels worship Allah with the greatest 

ease. 

 



Physical Characteristics 

When &what are they created from? 
      Angels are created from light. In Saheeh Muslim, it is 

narrated from Aa'isha (radhi allahu anha) that the 

Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alahi wa-sallam) said, 

'The angels were created from light, the jinn were 

created from smokeless fire, and Adam was created 

from that which has been described to you.(Clay) 

     Wedon’tknowwhentheangelswerecreated,wejust

know that they were created before Adam. 

      Angels are great in size. We know from the Prophet 

that Jibreel has 600 wings.. 
 



Seeing the Angels: 

'Because the Angels have bodies of light 

which   are of low density, mankind cannot 

see them, especially since Allah has not 

given our eyes the ability to see them. 

The wings of the Angels: Some have 

two, four, and some have more than that. 

Angles cannot be described as being 

male or female. Similarly, they do not eat 

or drink. 



Attributes and Abilities 

The angels are honorable and obedient: Allah 

has created  them honourable, good and 

noble. Their actions are obedient, pure and 

perfect. 

Among the Attributes of angels mentioned by 

the Messenger is their modesty. 

Their  Abilities: 

• Taking on different forms. 

• Great speed: Greater than the speed of light. 

• Their knowledge: The angels have great 

knowledge which has been taught by Allah. 

 



DUTIES of angels  
The functions that the Angels perform varies.  

The Angel Jibreel is the most prominent Angel, he delivers the 

message of Allah to the Prophets, or whomever Allah wishes.  

One well known example is when Allah sent Jibreel to Maryam in 

the form of a man: 

...then We sent her our Angel, and he appeared before her as 

a man in all respects. (Mariam: 17). 

• There are angels standing in rows, who never get tired or sit 

down, and others who bow or prostrate, and never raise their 

heads. Abu Dharr al-Ghifari is quoted as saying: 

• "The Messenger of Allah (Peace & Blessings of Allah be upon 

Him) said: 'I see what you do not see and hear what you do not 

hear. there is no space in it the width of four fingers, but there is 

an Angel, placing his forehead in sujood to Allah. (Tirmidhi) 

 

 

  

 



Disciplined and organized  

• In all their affairs they are disciplined and carry 

outAllah’scommandtotheletter. 

All angels praise and glorify Allah and they never 

become tired of doing this: 

• They celebrate His praises night and day, they 

do not ever slack or  get tired. (Al Anbiya: 20) 

• ...for in the presence of your Lord are those 

who celebrate His praises by night and by day. 

And they never flag (Fussilat: 38) 



Acts of worship 
Tasbeeh: Remembering Allah(dhikr) 

Standing in rows: 

 [And verily, we [Angels], stand in rows for 

prayers] 

Every day 70,000 Angels make tawaf of the 

baitul ma’moor in the Heavens, and they never 

return to it. [the house over the heavens parallel 

totheKa’bahatMakkah,continuouslyvisitedby

angels.] 52:4 



Verses in the Quran that name angels 

 Say: Whoever is an enemy to Gibreel for he brings down 

the (revelation) to thy heart by Allah's will, a confirmation 

of what went before, and guidance and glad tidings for 

those who believe. 

•  Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His Angels and 

messengers, to Gibreel and Mikaeel, Lo! Allah is an 

enemy to those who reject Faith. 

• Another angel, Malik is defined in the Quran as a being 

who is the warden of Hell. However Malik is not an evil 

angel, nor a fallen one, a notion Islam rejects, rather Malik 

is merely doing what he is commanded to do by Allah. 

• They will cry: "O Malik! would that your Lord put an end to 

us!"Hewillsay,"Nay,butyoushallabide!“(Zukhruf:77) 

 



Two other angels are also mentioned directly in the 

Quran: Haaroot and Maaroot.. 

...and such things as came down at Babylon to the 

angels Harut and Marut.   (Al-Baqara: 102) 

  

Several Angels such as Izrael, Israfil, Munkar and 

Nakeer are not mentioned directly in the Quran but 

are explained further in the hadiths of Prophet 

Muhammad. 

 

Protectingpeople:AlRa’d13:11oftheQur’an

declares:“Foreachperson,thereareangelsin

succession, before and behind him. They guard 

himbytheCommandofAllah.” 

 



Names &Duties of Angels. 
Allah endowed the angels with the strength to perform the 

obedience without getting tired, and without being in need of 

food, drink, sleep, or rest. They perform only that which Allah 

orders them to. Every angel has an assignment; Angel Jibril is 

the Messenger of Allah to his prophets. Angel Israfil is the angel 

assigned to blow the horn on the Day of Judgment. The Angel of 

death, whose assignment is to capture the soul of the person 

when it leaves his body at death. Ridwan is the angel in charge 

of Paradise, Malik the angel in charge of Hellfire. There are 

angels in charge of the clouds, the winds, and the plants. With 

each human there are  angels, whose assignment is to protect 

that person from harm. The zabaaniyah are angels in charge of 

torturing the blasphemers in Hellfire. There are other angels who 

roam around looking for circles where Allah is being mentioned.  



 Some angels are in charge of delivering the 

salutations to the Prophet in his grave 

 There is an angel in charge of the womb of the 

woman. He writes matters when the fetus is 120 

days old and his soul joins his body.  

 There are the angels who carry the Arsh..  

 There are the angels who write down the deeds 

of the person-each one has two with him, one 

who writes the good deeds, and the other who 

writes the bad deeds.  

 There are the angels, Munkar and Nakir, who 

question the person in the grave. 



The Angels and Adam 

• Their prostration to Adam: 

When Allah created Adam he commanded  His angels to prostrate to Adam. 

      Behold, thy Lord said to the angels: "I am about to create man from clay 

When I have fashioned him and breathed into him of My spirit, you fall down 

prostratetohim’’38:71-72   

  

• The angles taught Adam about many things. 

 

• The angels washed Adam when he died: when Adam died,his children 

didn’tknowwhattheyshoulddowithhisbody,sotheangelstaughtthem. 

         

      “whenAdamdied,theangelswashedhisbodywithwaterandoddnumber

of times, then they buried him in a grave with a niche(lahd), and said:this is 

thewayofthesonsofAdam” 

 

 



The Angels And The Sons of Adam 

The relation between the angels and the sons of Adam is 

really strong. They are related in many ways. 

1. Their role in creation of man: 

“when42nightsarepassed,Allahsendsanangeltothe

embryo and he gives it shape, forming its hearing and 

sight, its skin, flesh and bones. Then he says;                           

“Lord,maleorfemale?” 

2.  The angels guard the sons of Adam: 

There is no person who does not have an angel appointed 

to protect him from infront and behind, both when he is 

asleep and awake.  



 

Stirring up good motives in 

human hearts 

 
The Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alahi wa-

sallam) said, 'There is no one among you but 

there has been appointed for him one Qareen 

from among the jinn and another from among 

the angels.' They said, 'For you too, O 

Messenger of Allah?' He said, 'For me too, but 

Allah has helped me against him (the jinn 

companion) and he has become Muslim, so he 

does not tell me to do anything but good.' 

[Saheeh Muslim (4/2168, hadeeth no. 2814)] 

 



A person’sguradian from among the angels and his qareen 

from among the jinn have an influence upon him, the latter 

tencourages him to do evil, and the former urges him to do 

good. 

4.   Recording the good and bad deeds: We all have two 

angles, (Raqeeb and Ateed),one on the right shoulder and 

another one on left. The two angels record all our deeds. 

“Butverilyoveryou(areappointedangels)toprotectyou,Kind

and honorable,- Writing down (your deeds).They know (and 

understand)allthatyoudo” 

 



Relation with humans 

Taking the soul from the body when the Appointed 

time of death comes: Allah has appointed some 

ofhisangelstopullthesoulsoutofpeople’s

bodies.(Azraa’eel) 

Say: "The Angel of Death, put in charge of you, will 

(duly) take your souls: then shall ye be brought 

back to your Lord." 

Role of the angels in the grave: 

Munkar and Nakeer are two angels responsible for 

questioning a person after he has been put into 

his grave. 

 



Angles and the believers 

• Angels love believers just as Allah does. 

• Angels perform prayers for for forgivness of the 

believers and give glad tidings to them. 

• They protect and support righteous people and 

relieve their distress. 

• They fight along side the believers and protect 

them at the time of war 

• They come down when believers recite Quran 

• They convey the salaams of the ummah to the 

messenger 

• They attend to the funerals of the righteous 

 



Angles and the believers 

Angels make dua upon a person who : 

• Teaches people good tidings 

• Who waits for prayers in congregation 

• Who prays in the first row 

• Who fills the gaps in the rows 

• Who sends blessings upon the prophet. 

• Who gives in charity 

 



Angels & the kuffaar & evildoers 

• Angles are the ones responsible for bringing down the 

punishment upon the kuffaar. 
• Their cursing of the kuffaar: theangelsdon’tonly

curse kuffar they might also curse the following: 

1. One who points towards his brother with a weapon. 

2. Those who slander the companions of the 

Messenger. 

3. Those who prevent the Shari’ah of Allah from being 

implemented. 



Angels and Magic 

Angels Harut and Marut: 

 

And from these (angels) people learnt that by which 

they cause separation between man and his wife, but 

they could not thus harm anyone except by Allâh's 

Leave. And they learn that which harms them and 

profits them not. (2: 102) 
 



Who is superior? 

• No one has a certain answer to this question, but the righteous 

believers are said to be superior based on many evidences brought 

in holy Quran. 

• 1-Allah commanded angels to prostrate to Adam. 

• 2-AllahsaysthatIbleessaid:”seethisonewhomyouhavehonored

aboveme!” 

• 3-Allah created Adam with His hands, whereas he created the 

Angels by His words. 

• 4-The sons of Adam are superior to the angels in terms of 

knowledge. 

• 5-Notherindicationisthatman’sobediencetoAllahismoredifficult,

and that which is more difficult to fulfill is the dearer when fulfilled. 

• But at the end the angels are honored because they are devoted to 

worship Allah. Undoubtedly at this point their situation is more 

perfect than that of mankind. 



The obligations of the believers 

towards the angels 
• Keeping away from sin and disobedience. 

• Love all the angels. 

• The angels are slaves of Allah whom he 

has chosen especially. The believer who 

worships Allah has no alternatives but to 

regard the angels as friends and view 

them with love and respect, and to avoid 

anything that may result in annoying or 

offending them. 

 


