
Seerah of the Prophet
The Battle of Badr

The Background
The Battle of Badr took place in Ramadan, 2 AH. The
Prophet (peace be upon him) heard that Abu Sufyan, 
the Quraysh leader was returning from Sham with a 
big trade caravan. The Prophet (peace be upon him)
wanted to take the money from the caravan to help
those Muslims whose wealth had been taken unjustly. 
He consulted the Ansar as they had only agreed to 
protect the Muslims in Madinah. However, they readily
agreed and this pleased the Prophet (peace be upon 
him), and so the army set out.
 

Battle Preparation
The Muslim army numbered around 313 with two horses
and 70 odd camels. Mus'ab ibn 'Umayr was chosen as
the standard bearer, with 'Ali carrying the banner of
the Muhajirun and Sa'd ibn Mu'adh the banner of the
Ansar.

Abu Sufyan's Hears about the Muslim Army
Abu Sufyan heard of the plan, and sent word to the
people in Makkah to come and protect their money. At
the same time, Abu Sufyan changed direction to avoid
the Muslim army and took the coastal route. Once he
was confident it was safe, he sent word to the Quraysh 
that he had managed to evade the Muslims. However,
Abu Jahl and the other leaders of Makkah insisted on
going to fight as they had been waiting for such an 
opportunity.

The graveyard at Badr

The place where the
Muslim army tents
were in Badr. Today
there is a mosque at
the site.
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The Quraysh army numbered over 1,000 with cavalry
and fully equipped soldiers. The Muslims arrived first
at Badr and took control of the wells. The Prophet
(peace be upon him) set up his command tent and told
the Companions where his main enemies would fall and
die in the battle.

Du'a to Allah
Once the battle preparations were complete, the Prophet
(peace be upon him) spent his time making du'a, turning
to Allah, seeking His help and asking for victory. He 
made so much du'a with his hands raised so high, that
his cloak fell off his shoulders. Abu Bakr picked up 
the cloak, placed it back on his shoulders and said,
"Enough ,O Messenger of Allah, Allah will not forsake
you."

The Duel
The battle began with a duel. From Makkah, 'Utbah ibn
Rabi'ah, a leader of the Quraysh, along with his brother,
Shaybah and his son were selected.  Walid asked for 
3 Muslims to fight them one on one. Three of the Ansar 
stood up, but the Makkans wanted to fight the Muslims 
of Makkah. Hamzah, 'Ali and 'Ubaydah ibn al-Harith took 
on the challenge and won.

The Battle
The fighting began after the duel. One of the first
to be martyred amongst the Muslims was 'Umayr ibn
al-Hammam. The angels were sent by Allah to assist
the believers.

Abu Jahl's Death
Two young boys during the battle sought out Abu Jahl,
the Pharaoh of this nation, and fought him until they 
killed him.

The Muslims Win
By the will of Allah, the Muslims were victorious. 
Seventy of the Quraysh died in the battle and around 
fourteen Muslims. The Prophet (peace be upon him) 
ransomed the captured enemies and then returned to 
Madinah.

A plaque with the names
of the martyrs of Badr
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